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‘Suppressed 9 Report on Railroads Gets Into News Again 


SURVEY of railroad passenger transporta- 
tion made nearly two years ago for Rail- 
way Progress Institute, a trade organization of 
the rail equipment industry, continues to haunt 
railroad managements that are trying to get 
completely out of the passenger businesss in- 
stead of boosting and improving service to the 
public. 

In last week’s issue, Newsweek magazine 
cites anew the report by Richard A. Rice, Jr., 
of Transportation Facts, a consulting firm. It 
was tagged “Confidential — Not for Publication” 


when it was completed, as LABOR has previ- 
ously reported. 

Rich found that “there's money to be made 
in carrying passengers and it can be done by 
cutting fares and cleaning off the cobwebs,” 
the Newsweek article points out. 

Going on to quote the report, the article 
stresses: “ ‘One can only reach the conclusion 
that there is a tremendous demand for rail 
passenger services, a demand that exceeds even 
the negative forces of aging equipment, boom- 
ing competition, and pricing policies’.” 


Further, “railroad operating costs are basical- 
ly cheaper than those of any other form of 
transportation.” 

“Why was the report suppressed, and by 
whom?” the article continues. “It was held up 
at the behest of some railroads because, as one 
insider put it: ‘Nobody rocks the boat in this 
industry . . . When the railroad people saw 
the report, they screamed. Since they’re all 
members of a jtight fraternity — equipment 
makers and the“ s roads alike^the report has 
been tucked away’.” 
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